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13car Secrctary Bodman:

[ write today to express my deep concerns about the request by PIM Interconnection and
Allegheny Power for the Department of Energy to designate a Nalional Tnlerest Electric
Transmission Corridor (NIIET) through onc ef the most protected landscapes in America. |
strongly urge the Department of Energy to deny this NIET corridor designation request.

The eastern seclion of this corridor would cross parts of I'rederick, Clarke, Warren,
lfaugquier. Loudoun and Prince William countics in the 10th Congressional District of Virginia
which I represent. This 40-mile section has been proposed by Dominion Power (the local utility
company charged with siting and building the trangmission ling) as the "Meadow Brook to
Loudoun Station" line, and Dominion has publicly stated its intention to file a request to build
with the Virginia State Corporation Commission (SCC) in spring 2007 as part of a larger
240-mile transmigsion line linking 502 Junction in Pennsylvania to East Coast markets. .

[ cannet emphasize cnough the historic, environmental, scenic and cuttural imporiance of
the tands within this section of the proposed NTET corridor boundares, The importance of these
lands is unparalleled, ag evidenced by the vast amount of this area under federal and state
protection. Included are local comprehensive plans for rural and conservation areas, federal and
stale recognized historic districts, historie sites and scenic byways, agriculiural and lorest
districts, statle parks, the Appalachian Trail, the Shenandoah River, and more than 80,000 acres
under congervation casement -- the highest coneentration of privately donated conservation
easements in Virginia and arguably in the Uniied States -« pursuvani to local, state and {ederal
policies and incentives (sce attached map of the designated study area).

The study arca also contains lands preserved as Civil War battlefield parks. The blood
that sustained a unificd nation is in this land. This is the land that George Washington surveyed.,
This is the land thai James Monroe walked., This is the land that Chiel Justice John Marshall
farmcd. Throughout my 26 years in Congress | have worked diligently to preserve these lands
for future generations, Millions of federal| stale, local and private dollars have gone into
protecting the sanctity of the history of this region. An electric transmission corridor with a
transmission linc of the magnitude proposed would permanently desecrate the integrity of this
landscape. We must not destroy this land,
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Before you praceed with the department's review of the PIM request, T urge that you order an
Environmental [mpact Statement (EIS) in aceordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA). Tunderstand an LIS is being prepared prior to designation of a NIET corridor
through 11 western statcs, and a similar environmental study must also be conducted here. |
belicve an EIS will reveal that the environmental impact of the proposed corridor designation in
Virginia would be unprecedented and threaten a longstanding federal, state and local effort to
protect the landscape's cultural, historic and scenic qualities.

I'urthermore, as you may know, the Commonwealth of Virginia is beginning work on a
comprehensive energy plan. The department's action now to designate a NIET corridor in the
state would impede that work and preelude the State Corporation Commission from having the
necessary time to consider the comprehensive plan before ruling on a new power line siting for
1his area,

Thank you for your consideration of my comments. [ would appreeiate any updates you
can provide as you review the NIET corridor designation and proposed transmission fine request.
"lease contact me or Lilizabeth Becker of my staff at (202) 225-5136,
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